
Happy Birthday!
  Willow Place is one year old! 

  And to all the women and children receiving our services, our volunteers, community agen-
cies, funders, supporters, board and staff who helped us celebrate our first birthday on April 
9th, thank-you. And to those of you who couldn’t be with us, we hope to see you at our birth-
day fundraiser coming up soon.

   What a year! From the birth of a new organization to a move to a new facility, the journey 
has been physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually challenging. There have been times 
of exhaustion and frustration as well as excitement and transformation along the way. 

   We are emerging with:
- a clear vision for the future focused on health and healing in families;
- an exciting long term and short term plan for how Willow Place will contribute to Manitoba 
communities where healthy relationships flourish;
- ground-breaking service delivery partnerships with our sister shelter Ikwe Widdjiitiwin 
and the Salvation Army Sunrise Village, with many more supportive discussions in the works;
-  community-based support from businesses, community organizations and individuals 
offering their time, energy, business knowledge, products and their money to reach out to 
those caught in a cycle of family violence; and
- a commitment to learning and listening, and engaging in increasingly more meaningful ways 
with the individuals, families and communities we serve.

   Spring has sprung. In this time of fiscal year ends and new planning cycles, it is a time of 
renewal, not only in organizations and in nature, but also in the human heart. In grace and 
hope, and in the spirit of the willow, we acknowledge the resilience in all of us and we 
begin again. 
Meegwetch,
Lesley

Lesson of the Willow
from The Wisdom of Trees by Jane Gifford

 
   The watery willow encourages the expression of deeply buried feelings, easing sadness 
through tears and grieving, and teaching the consequences of love and loss in matters of 
the heart.

   The willow reminds us of the need to let go sometimes, to surrender completely 
to the watery world of the emotions and the subconscious, so that we may be carried toward 
a deeper understanding of our inner-most feelings, toward a better appreciation of our hidden 
motives and secret fears and desires. Any suppressed and unacknowledged emotions can be a 
major cause of stress and illness. 

   Through emotional expression, and through the sharing of feelings of ecstasy and pain, our 
ancestors believed they could help heal the human spirit. The willow enables us to realize that 
within every loss lies the potential for something new.
 http:www.thegodesstree.com/trees/Willow.htm
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                        The Willow Place
                         Website 

  has been launched!
   The shelter has partnered with Maxim Truck & Trailer who have generously donated their 
services. By creating and hosting the website, they have opened up a space for those who want 
to learn more about our organization. On it you will find Willow Place news, fundraising 
opportunities and our donation wish list. They have made us easier to contact when someone 
is in need of safety, service or in search of information. The website will also contain resources 
for families experiencing domestic violence and ways to get involved with our shelter. 

   We at Willow Place would like to extend our deepest appreciation to Maxim Truck & Trailer 
for their ongoing support and generosity in the creation and maintenance of our website. We 
would also like to thank ForeTell Technologies for their support in the development of the 
website as well. Check us out today at www.willowplaceshelter.ca!
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Volunteer Program
The volunteer team at Willow Place offers support to both clients and staff alike in many 
different functions as volunteer support workers. Volunteers are integral in enhancing the 
services that Willow Place provides for the women and children who access these services! 

If you are a self-motivated, energetic individual who enjoys a multi-faceted environment 
then the Willow Place Volunteer Program may be for you! 

If interested, please call Marcie at 204-615-0313 ext.237 or 
email volunteer@willowplace.ca. 

Welcome to Sunrise School!
   Here at Willow Place, a one room classroom is offered for children between the ages 
ages of 5-12. Classes run from 9:15am to 11:45am. Our goal is to provide a safe space 

for children to maintain their classroom skills, and provide routine and structure to 
their lives. We focus on both academic and social skills, using group and individual 
activities. Depending on the age and level of the students, the activities are done as a 

whole class or are centre based. This means that if a child is at a different level than the 
other students, an individual learning centre will be created for him or her. 

Typically, the day starts with a morning meeting between teacher and students. Here, 
we discuss what the day will look like, and which activities and lesson will occur 

throughout the morning. Typically, activities such as silent reading, reading to others, 
Math, Science, English Language Arts, Social Studies, painting, plasticine molding, 

and colouring occur. 

   It is important to us to provide each child with an education, but we also hope to 
keep their school experiences positive in a fun and active way. 

   Thank you, and we look forward to the sharing of new learning experiences at 
Sunrise School.

Would YOU like to donate?
    Willow Place is always in need of community support via donations and 

fundraising. While *monetary donations are very helpful, there is also a need 
for other types of donations as well!   

Please call the Community Coordinator at 204-615-0313 ext.237 
or email reception@willowplace.ca to find ways that YOU can help!

Thank you For Coming
An all-women’s art show is a beautiful thing. Friday, November 13th at The Edge Gallery 
on Main was the first installation of what proved to be a wonderfully successful coming 

together and celebration of a woman’s experience. Through visual art displays and 
performances made specifically by women for the appreciation of women, the night 

engaged all who attended. We raised over $450 and collected a good amount of various 
toiletry items for Willow Place, without charging admission. The bake sale cookies and 
cupcakes were vagina themed and well received, as well as delicious, and kept people 

coming back for more!

Thank you For Coming was curated and contributed to by Gwen Freeman and Quyen 
Huynh. It also included pieces and performances by Christina McVD, Lyndsay Ladobruk, 
Tannis Kelm, Theresa Walloga, Jennifer Darkly, Liz Garlicki, Bridget Ellen and Grimace. 

Topics discussed such as abortion, masturbation, body image, and the sexualization of women 
were displayed in varied mediums. It was safe and friendly space to spend an evening, some-
where to be comfortable and discuss these things that shouldn’t be considered issues more 

than shared experience. A fresh look and start to conversations about women’s health.

Willow Place now has 
Charitable Tax Status!

Willow Place is now able to provide tax receipts for monetary donations! 
Please visit www.willowplaceshelter.ca to find out how you can donate!



               Implementation 
            of WISH 

                  Software Program.
   Willow Place is in the process of many changes and one of those changes is the purchase, 
training and implantation of a software program called WISH (Women in Safe Housing) 
This process is moving our shelter from a paper format file system into more efficient data base 
collecting system.

   Implementing WISH as our “front line case management program”(1) allows staff to input 
client data on first contact. A tracking number is established which than follows that client 
through our service framework, resulting in hours being saved and prevents redundant data 
from being collected as would have happened with paper formats. This time saving database 
enables counsellors and other supports to utilize time “to support clients rather than spending 
time filling out forms”(2)

   Another benefit to this software program is, that data can be queried and used as a basis for 
grants, demographic and statistical searches. Under our old a paper file management system, 
this would have been a costly and time consuming endeavor.

   We are thankful to the Women’s Endowment fund through the Jewish Foundation for their 
support and approval of this grant. We have received approximately $ 6000.00 which has 
enabled staff to be trained on the new Wish data base.
Reference 1 and 2 - Grasp Software Corporation. www.grasp.ca
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Special Moments
   My name is Kristin Funari and I first heard about Willow Place from the media and various 
campaigns that aimed to increase awareness of the services that the shelter provided.

   Currently, I volunteer as a community representative. I am often involved in doing speaking 
engagements that help educate the public on domestic violence and the services that Willow 
Place provides. Prior to this, I was a volunteer in the children’s program.

   I really enjoy being involved in helping Willow Place get involved and gain support from the 
community. I also enjoy being able to educate others on the topic of domestic violence and 
what services are available for women and children in need.

   My time in the children’s program was full of special moments. When most children first 
came into our program, they were shy and scared, unsure of where they were or why. I always 
loved seeing them on my shifts, because I got to see so many of them become friendly, 
affectionate, and goofy with the staff and volunteers. A lot of the kids had been through a lot, 
and being able to see them just be kids again was always the best part of my day.

   Being a volunteer at Willow Place has made me more aware of the prevalence of domestic vio-
lence in our society and the need to address it on a wider scale. I am also inspired by the amazing 
staff and volunteers who work to empower and support their clients and each other every day. 

Did you know,..
Crisis Line Services at Willow Place provide crisis intervention, counselling, 

information, referrals to women experiencing abuse, public awareness, 
and education to the general public on a 24 hour basis through 
local telephone service and a Province wide toll-free number.

A Woman’s Story
PART TWO – Continued form previous newsletter 
    Hello, my name is Krystyn and I am a former resident of Willow Place. I was a resident 
this year after leaving a domestically abusive relationship. I have two children who were also 
victims of the abuse, mainly by being present while it was happening.

When I first walked through the doors at Willow Place I was scared. I did not know what to 
expect, but upon my arrival everyone was very friendly and welcoming even though they didn’t 
know where I came from or what my situation was. I remember I cried, a lot! One of the 
hardest parts of the first two days was the change in routine. What had become normalized for 
me in my previous home was not seen as normal there. The staff at Willow Place opened their 
doors to me when I needed it the most.

There were many new changes when I got there. At that time there was a no cell phone policy 
which for some was difficult to let go of, myself however, I loved it!  My favorite part of not 
having a cell phone was that I could feel free. For the longest time I felt as if I was a slave 
to my ex-partner through my cell phone. Not having one accessible to me wasn’t an 
inconvenience for me in the slightest.

I started attending group support meetings and daily counselling. The counselling sessions 
were an hour each day. Group meetings were held two times a week, each meeting presenting 
a different topic. The staff at Willow Place helped me with applying for Manitoba Housing as 
well as applying for Employment and Income Assistance, to get me back on my feet. They also 
supported me when I was ready to lay charges on my ex-partner for physically assaulting me. 
They stood by me when I truly needed that support.

Willow Place is a short term shelter for women and their children leaving abuse. If I had only 
known about it sooner I would have made the decision to leave a long time ago. However, I 
feel now that I learned about Willow Place exactly when I needed to.

My stay was quite a bit longer than most, where the average women spends 30-31 days with in 
Willow Place I was there 64 days. During my stay I saw many women and children come and 
go, and a few times someone would approach me and say “How can you handle all the rules? I 
can’t stand it!”

I would reply with, “It is a lot better than the hell I was in before.”

The staff at Willow Place were amazing! They made me feel at home instantly while I was in 
a very uncomfortable and lonely situation. During my stay at Willow Place I made myself 
available to any and all resources that would teach me about abuse. I told my counselor that 
when I left there I WASN’T coming back! It wasn’t because I didn’t like being in that positive 
surrounding, but because I was never going to let another partner abuse me again, especially 
after everything I had learned being there.
to be continued…

Willow Place
1st Birthday
Celebration

Willow Place will celebrate our One Year 
Birthday with the Soup Sisters!

On May 15th staff and volunteers will attend 
the monthly soup making event held by the 

Soup Sisters at the Fairmont Hotel.  

Please visit www.soupsisters.org 
for future dates.

How One Person can make 
a Difference for So Many

In many circumstances we may think that as 
individuals we cannot make a difference in the lives 
of others. One young woman was able accomplish 
this by reaching out to her community to gather 

toiletry items for the women and children who reside 
at Willow Place. Each year Kayden chooses a non-

profit organization to help in lieu of 
receiving birthday gifts. This year Kayden chose 

Willow Place, she was able to generate support from 
her local community to gather these toiletry items. 
Her family then made 60 bags filled with all kinds 

of items that each woman, child or baby might need 
during their stay. Thank you Kayden for choosing 

Willow Place! You are true inspiration for others and 
a testament on how we can all make a difference!

Royal LePage Shelter Foundation 
The Royal LePage Shelter Foundation has tirelessly supported shelters in Canada for many 
years. The Royal LePage Dynamic Real estate team in Winnipeg has been one of the main 
contributors to this foundation for shelters in Winnipeg. This year has been no exception!  

Willow Place has had the honor of being presented with Royal LePage Dynamics fundraising 
efforts on behalf of shelters for 2014 and 2015! Thank you so much RoyaL LePage Dynamic 
for your continued support of women and children who have experienced domestic violence. 


